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Bella Vista
POA sued

N4 DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

BELLA VISTA — Two
peeple are suing the Bella
Vista Property Owners As-
sociation over the increzsed
monthly assessment fee for
improved property.

Kevin Hickey aad Brad-
ley Hull, lawyers from Fort
Smith, filed the lawsuit Jast
week in Benton County Cir-
cuiit Court on behalf of Kevin
' Dooley and Jim Parsons. The
| asseciation and its hoard of
| directors are named as defen-
| dants in the lowsuit,

- “Once we officially receive
the complaint filed against
. the Property Owners Associ-
ation, we will review the al-
legations,” said Kim Carfson,
the association’s director of
marketing. “We are umable
to make further comments
regarding ongoing litigation.

Association members in
Jaruary 2020 voted to in-
crease the sssessment fee on
improved lots from $24 to $37
per month. The assessment
flee remsins at $16 per monih
for unimproved lots.

The association began
colliecting the increased fees

- The lawsuit states the un-
' egual assessment increase
| isn't reasonable. The lavsuit
guestions the need for the
increase and criticizes the
association for not providing
a fimancial basis for the in-
creased fee.

Parsons said it's unresson-
able and unfair to design an
election where special incen-
tives are given to the majority
of the voters to outvote the

nonresiden: members of the
association were allowed fo
vote in the clection, but the
 plan didn’t call for increasing
their assessments. The non-
resident members outmumnbe
the improved-lot owners, he

A similay proposal failed
in November 2019, That pro-
pesal would bave raised im-
proved-lot assessments by $11
%‘ month and unimproved by

The lawsuit wants the
judge to prokibit the associ-
ation. from collecting the $13
mﬁa&m incre: mmmm
suit is also seeking repayment
of the fees already collected.
The case is assigned to
senfon County Circuit Judge
Jobn Scott.

Facy . Neal can be reached by

minerity. Parsoms said the




